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AN ACT 

 
To  establish the “Falconry Act” with the purpose of regulating the practice 

of Falconry as a hunting art in the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, 
define faculties, powers, and duties of the Secretary of the Department 
of Natural and Environmental Resources, grant, renew, and revoke 
Falconry Licenses, and set penalties for the violation of this Act and of 
the regulations enacted by virtue thereof. 

 
STATEMENT OF MOTIVES 

 
Falconry is a legitimate hunting art that stimulates and requires great 

knowledge and understanding of those who practice it, in the natural 

medium and wildlife.  Thus, it is an activity which encourages  concern for 

the natural medium and promotes its conservation through its sustainable 

use.   

The natural medium of Puerto Rico and the wildlife that inhabits it, 

make possible the practice of the art of Falconry without damaging nature.  

This mode of hunting may be considered as one of low impact because it is 

developed in an almost natural way.  The number of prey captured is usually 

one per outing during most of the season, and its ultimate purpose is not the 

number of prey captured, but the perfection of the training of bird of prey. 

The participation of falconers in the conservation of nature is extensive, 

and their intervention has been crucial in reducing and eliminating the threat 

of extinction of many species of bird of prey. 



  

The enormous amount of experience accrued during more than three 

thousand years of practicing Falconry has allowed the accumulation of a 

considerable volume of written materials that document the art and make it 

easier to learn. 

Falconry is a legal hunting art in all the states of the United States of 

America, where there is a large number of organizations and falconers that 

make possible the exchange of experiences and information to achieve the 

maximum level of perfection in its practice in Puerto Rico. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF PUERTO RICO: 

 Section 1.- Title 

This Act shall be known as the “Commonwealth of Puerto Rico 

Falconry Act” and it shall be interpreted in a manner that is consistent with 

the provisions of the regulations of the Fish and Wildlife Service of the 

Department of the Interior of the United States (50 CFR 21), especially with 

regard to the Falconry Permits (Sec. 21.28) and the Federal Falconry 

Standards1 (Sec. 21.29). 

Section 2.- Definitions 

For the purposes of this Act, the following terms shall mean: 

1.  Apprentice:  A person authorized to begin the learning process 

under the direction of a tutor to become a General Falconer. 

2. Rest Areas:  An area that is open to the sun, wind, and rain, but 

protected from human and animal predators, where the bird of prey is 

located when the weather conditions do not endanger its health and survival.   

3. Aspirants:  A person who initiates the proceedings to begin the 

apprenticeship period.  

                                                 
1 TRANSLATOR’S NOTE: The original text misspells the term “Falconry Standards.”  



  

4. Replacement Bird:  A bird of prey whose capture authorizes the 

Secretary to replace another previously authorized in case of loss or death. 

5. Bird of prey:  An individual or part of any bird species 

belonging to the Falconiform or Strigiform order, except for the North 

American Bald Eagle2 (Haliaetus Leucocephalus) and the Golden Eagle 

(Aquila Chrysaetus).   

6. Scale:  Weighing device to record the weighs of the birds of 

prey and their food with a precision of not less than one half (½) ounce or 

fifteen (15) grams. 

7. Falconry:  Sport in which preys are chased and captured using a 

trained bird of prey. 

8. Falconer:  A person who is authorized to own, train, and hunt 

with bird of preys. 

9. Game Reserve: As defined in Act No. 241 of August 15, 1999, 

known as the “New Wildlife Act of Puerto Rico.” 

10. Department:  Department of Natural and Environmental 

Resources. 

11. Protected species:  Wildlife species whose name appears in the 

state or federal listings of Threatened or Endangered Species. 

12. Exotic Species:  A species that has been introduced and that, 

according to the Secretary, is not a part of Puerto Rican Wildlife. 

                                                 
2 TRANSLATOR’S NOTE: A discrepancy exists in the original text regarding the scientific and the 
common name of one of the eagles.  The scientific name given for the “Águila Pescadora Norteamericana” 
(Haliaetus leucocephalus) does not match the common name.  This scientific name (Haliaetus 
leucocephalus) belongs to the Bald Eagle; the scientific name of the “Águila Pescadora” is Pandion 
Haliaetus.  Translator has decided to abide by the scientific name and disregard the allusion to the “Águila 
Pescadora” because in Section 5 (i) of the original text the scientific name Haliaetus leucocephalus is 
attributed to the “Águila Calva” which is correct according to Translator’s research. 



  

13. Falconer Examination:  Examination that the aspirant to 

Falconer Apprentice must pass as an indispensable requirement to initiate 

the apprenticeship period. 

14. Wildlife Fauna:  Any animal species found in the wild and 

whose survival and propagation does not depend on the care of humans. 

15. Natural Habitat:  As it is defined in Act No. 241 of August 15, 

1999, known as the “New Wildlife Act of Puerto Rico”. 

16. Bird of Prey Mew:  Roofed facilities where the trained bird of 

prey is kept protected from the natural elements. 

17. Advisory Board:  A group of professionals whose function shall 

be to advise the Secretary on everything regarding the implementation and 

administration of this Act. 

18. Wildlife Act:  Act No. 241 of August 15, 1999, known as the 

“New Wildlife Act of Puerto Rico”. 

19. Falconry License:  A document issued by the Secretary which 

specifies which of the activities described in this act are being authorized for 

the beneficiary and under which terms. 

20. Game Bag Limit:  Maximum number of specimens from each 

hunting species that shall be allowed to be captured by falconry hunting for 

each day of the falconry hunting season.   

21. Leash:  A belt made of leather or synthetic material with the 

appropriate length and resistance according to the bird of prey species, 

which is tied to the swivel screw and used to hold the bird to the perch or the 

glove. 

22. Person:  Every natural person who is a permanent resident of 

the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico. 



  

23. Jess:  Leather band that is tied to the bird of preys’ tarsus to 

hold it to the glove or the perch. 

24. Perch:  Structure used by the bird of prey to perch. 

25. Live Game:  An animal (bird or mammal) used during the last 

stages of the bird of prey’s training to stimulate its hunting instincts. 

26. Wildlife Reserve:  As it is defined in the New Puerto Rico 

Commonwealth Wildlife Act. 

27. Hunting Season:  As it is defined in the New Puerto Rico 

Commonwealth Wildlife Act. 

28. Swivel Screw:  Revolving device that prevents the jesses from 

twisting over the tarsus of the bird of prey and connects them to the leash. 

29. Refuge:  As it is defined in the New Wildlife Act of Puerto 

Rico. 

30. Secretary:  The Secretary of the Department of Natural and 

Environmental Resources of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico. 

Section 3.- Falconry License 

a) No person shall be allowed to own a bird of prey for Falconry 

purposes without a license approved by the Secretary. 

b) Falconry Licenses shall not be issued to any person who is not 

able to pass, the written Falconry aptitude examination the 

conditions specified below. 

c) Falconry Licenses shall not be issued to any person who does 

not obtain satisfactory results in the inspection of the facilities 

and equipment carried out in accordance with the conditions 

specified below. 

d) Falconry Licenses shall not be issued to any person under 14 

years of age. 



  

Section 4.- Procedures for Obtaining Falconry Licenses 

a) A person who wishes to practice Falconry and does not have a 

valid Falconry License must submit a written application to the 

Department. 

b) The application shall be accompanied by a negative criminal 

record certificate issued by the Puerto Rico Police, on a date no 

more than thirty (30) days before the date of filing. 

c) The fees payable to the Secretary shall be ten (10) dollars. 

d) Two letters of recommendation from general or master 

falconers with a valid Falconry License. 

Section 5.-  Prohibited Acts 

The following acts shall be deemed as illegal and subject to be 

penalized in the manner subsequently provided by this Act: 

a) To practice Falconry hunting without the corresponding 

Falconry License or the official season or species seal, when 

applicable. 

b) To practice Falconry hunting of any wildlife species that has 

not been designated by the Secretary as a hunting species, or 

which has been identified and designated as exotic or harmful, 

and which may be hunted throughout the whole year. 

c) To import, trap, train, or keep birds of prey in captivity for 

Falconry purposes without the corresponding Falconry License 

and wildlife importing permit as applicable. 

d) To exchange bird of prey or parts thereof or chicks or eggs for 

Falconry purposes, without having the corresponding Falconry 

License and notifying the Department, as provided by this Act. 

 



  

e) To carry out Falconry hunting outside of the hunting seasons 

established by the Secretary for Falconry hunting. 

f) To carry out Falconry hunting in lands of public domain 

managed by the Department, in which the Secretary determines 

that Falconry hunting is incompatible with the use defined for 

them.   

g) To carry out Falconry hunting in Game Reserves without 

holding the corresponding Falconry License. 

h) To carry out Falconry hunting on private lands without having 

previously obtained authorization from the owner or his 

authorized representative. 

i) To import, buy, or keep in captivity, with Falconry purposes, 

specimens of Golden Eagle (Aquila Chrysaetus) or North 

American Bald Eagle (Haliaetus Leucocephalus) without 

written authorization under Section 50 CFR 22.24. 

j) Transfer or alter the Falconry License in any way. 

  The person who commits any of the prohibited acts  

indicated herein shall be subject to the revocation of the 

corresponding Falconry License and the payment of a penalty 

no greater than five thousand (5,000) dollars, which shall be 

issued by an administrative ticket prepared by the Department, 

that states the name and address of the offender, a brief 

description of the infraction, the provision of the regulation for 

which the infraction is imputed, and the proposed penalty.” 

Section 6.- Falconry Examination 

a) The Falconry examination shall be required only for the 

aspirants apprentice as falconer. 



  

b) The aspirants shall achieve a general score of not less than 

eighty (80) percent and a field score of not less than seventy 

(70) percent in said examination.  If the general score is not 

reached, the aspirant shall repeat the examination in its entirety.  

If the general score is reached, but the score in one of the fields 

is not reached, the aspirant shall be tested in the fields in which 

he did not reach the required score. 

c) The examination shall have a total of one hundred (100) 

questions divided into the following fields: 

1.- Biology of the Bird of Prey. 

2.- Identification and Systems of the Birds of Prey. 

3.- Hunting Birds in Puerto Rico. 

4.- Falconry Equipment. 

5.- Basic Training in Falconry. 

6.- State (Puerto Rico) and Federal (United States of 

America) legislation regarding Falconry. 

c)3 The examination shall be given by a Department official. 

d) The examination dates and sites shall be established every year 

by the Secretary, and shall be notified to the aspirants not less 

than thirty (30) days in advance. 

e) The examination can be taken a maximum of two (2) times 

without the need to file a new application. 

f) Pass the course offered by the Education Program for Hunters 

established in Section 13(a) of Act No. 241 of August 15, 1999, 

known as the “New Wildlife Act of Puerto Rico.” 

                                                 
3 TRANSLATOR’S NOTE: The original text mistakenly titled two consecutive subsections as “c.”  
Translator did not correct said mistake. 



  

g) To pass the course offered by the Education Program for 

Hunters established in Section 13(a) of Act No. 241 of August 

15, 1999, known as the “New Wildlife Act of Puerto Rico.”4

Section 7.- Categories of Falconers Licenses 

a) Apprentice: 

1.- A person not younger than 14 years of age. 

2.- The apprentice shall be supervised during the first two 

(2) years by a holder of a Falconry permit of General or 

Master category.  A tutor shall not attend to more than 

three apprentices at the same time. 

2.- The apprentice may only own one (1) bird of prey and 

may not obtain more than one (1) bird of prey for 

replacement in any twelve (12) months period.5

3.- The apprentice may only possess the following species: 

Red-Tailed Hawk or Guaraguao (Buteo Jamaicensis) and 

American Kestrel or Sparrow Hawk (Falco sparverius). 

b) General Falconer: 

1.- In order to submit an application for a Falconry License 

for General Falconer, the person shall have practical 

Falconry experience of at least two (2) years as an 

apprentice under the direction of a General Falconer of 

Master Falconer6.  The application shall be accompanied 

by a letter of recommendation from him/her Tutor 

falconer.  
                                                 
4 TRANSLATOR’S NOTE: This subsection is exactly the same as the preceding one. 
5 TRANSLATOR’S NOTE: The original text mistakenly titled two consecutive subsections as “a.”  
Translator did not correct said mistake.  
6 TRANSLATOR’S NOTE: Original text reads “nuestro cetrero” instead of “maestro cetrero.”  Translator 
deems this a mistake and translated correctly. 



  

2.- The General Falconer may possess up to a maximum of 

two (2) birds of prey and shall not obtain more than two 

(2) birds of prey for replacement in any twelve (12) 

months period.  The General Falconer may not own 

specimens of the North American Bald Eagle7 (Haliaetus 

leucocephalus) or the Golden Eagle (Aquila Chrysaetus), 

nor of any other species listed as threatened or 

endangered at the state or federal level.   

c) Master Falconer: 

1.- In order to submit an application for a Falconry License 

for Master Falconer, the person shall have practical 

falconry experience of at least five (5) years as a General 

Falconer. 

2.- The Master Falconer may possess up to a maximum of 

three (3) birds of prey and shall not obtain more than two 

(2) birds of prey for replacement in any period of twelve 

(12) months.  The General Falconer may not own 

specimens of the North American Bald Eagle8 (Haliaetus 

leucocephalus) or the Golden Eagle (Aquila Chrysaetus), 

nor of any other species listed as threatened or 

endangered at the state or federal level unless he obtains 

written authorization from the Secretary of the 

Department and the Director of the Federal Fish and 

Wildlife Service.  In case said authorization is obtained, 

                                                 
7 TRANSLATOR’S NOTE: Please see Footnote #2. 
8 TRANSLATOR’S NOTE: Please see Footnote #2. 



  

the number of these birds shall not exceed one (1) as part 

of the limit of three (3) set in its category. 

Section 8.- Facilities and Equipment 

a) Before a Falconry License is issued, the aspirant’s falconry 

facilities and equipment shall be inspected and certified as 

complying with the following norms: 

1.-  The construction and existence at the time of the 

inspection of a rest area or exterior facilities to provide 

the birds of prey protection from the sun and the wind, 

shall be required.  These facilities shall be protected with 

a wire netting fence in its perimeter and covered with 

wire netting or some type of roof that provides the birds 

shelter and protection from the sun, wind, and rain.  They 

shall be equipped with adequate perches in accordance 

with the species of birds, and their size shall be such that 

the bird does not hit the walls when it flies toward the 

perch.  Protection shall be provided against theft, and 

aggression from other animals or persons. 

b) Indoor facilities or mews:  They shall have an adequate size in 

order to allow the falconer easy access for tending the birds.  If 

more than one birds is to be kept in the same facility, the birds 

shall be kept leashed and with sufficient space to allow each 

one to fully extend its wings.  This type of facility shall be 

equipped with at least one window protected by vertical 

cylindrical bars spaced closely enough to prevent the birds from 

passing through them.  The floors of the birds of prey is mews 

shall allow easy cleaning and be well drained. 



  

c) The aspirant and the falconer of any category shall be equipped 

with the following: 

1.-  Jesses: A pair of Aylmeri or similar model jesses made 

from a flexible material such as hide or leather of the 

highest quality or another similar synthetic material. 

2.- Leashes and Swivel Screws:  A leash built from a 

flexible water and weather-proof material and a strong 

swivel screw of acceptable design according to the size 

and weight of the birds.  Dog harness screws shall not be 

accepted as adequate. 

3.- An adequate container with a depth range of two (2) to 

six (6) inches, and wider than the length of the bird, to 

provide the birds with water for drinking and bathing. 

4.- Exterior perches:  There shall be exterior perches, at least 

one for each bird, located in adequate places and of the 

type that is adequate for the bird. 

5.- Weighing equipment:  A graduated scale, with 

increments no greater than  one half  (½) of an ounce or 

fifteen (15) grams. 

Section 9.- Inspections 

a) Department Personnel shall carry out inspections in the 

following situations: 

1.- To meet the requirements of the application for Falconer 

Apprentice. 

2.- To confirm information contained in the annual reports. 

b) Inspections shall be notified no less than fifteen (15) day in 

advance. 



  

c) The results of the inspection shall be notified in writing within a 

period no greater than ten (10) days. 

d) Periodic inspections may be carried out as the Department 

deems necessary. 

e) In the event that an inspection reveals irregularities regarding 

the specifications of Section 8 of this Act, and the holder of the 

Falconry Permit or aspirant fails to correct them within thirty 

(30) days after their notification, the permit may be revoked or 

denied, and the birds confiscated. 

Section 10.- Temporary Facilities for Keeping the Birds 

a) A bird of prey may be transported or held in temporary 

facilities for a period of not more than thirty (30) days.  Such 

facilities shall be provided with adequate perches and shall 

protect the bird from outdoor temperatures and excessive 

disturbance.  

Section 11.- Marking of the Birds of Prey 

a) No birds of prey may be captured unless the person capturing it 

receives a numbered, non-reusable marker from the Fish and 

Wildlife Service and attaches it to the bird immediately after 

capturing it.   

b) Alteration, modification or breakage of the band is prohibited. 

Section 12.- Capture of Birds of Prey 

a) It shall be an indispensable requirement, before initiating any 

procedure for the capture of a bird of prey, to have the proper 

authorization of the Department. 



  

b) Birds of  passage may (less than one year of age) be captured in 

the period from August to December by Apprentice, General, or 

Master Falconers. 

c) Young birds not yet capable of flight (eyasses) may only be 

captured by General or Master Falconers in the period from 

March to June. 

d) American Kestrel or Sparrow Hawk (Falco sparverius) and 

Red-Tailed Hawk or Guaraguaos (Buteo Jamaicensis) over one 

year of age may be captured only by General or Master 

Falconers in the period from September to November. 

e) The petition for the capture of birds of prey in the territory of 

the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico by holders of Falconry 

Licenses from other states of the United States of America shall 

be authorized by the Department after evaluation by the 

Advisory Board. 

f) A bird of prey marked for Falconry purposes may be recaptured 

by its holder at any time. 

g) The means of capture shall be adequate for the species being 

captured; they shall not pose risks to the physical integrity of 

the bird, and shall be endorsed by the literature on the matter. 

h) The use of traps that do not require supervision at all times by 

the authorized person is not allowed.   

i) The capture of a bird of prey shall be notified to the Department 

along with the identification band number in a term of not more  

than five (5) working days from the moment of its capture.  



  

Section 13.- Importing of Birds of Prey 

a) The importing of birds of prey to by used as Falconry birds 

shall be allowed upon authorization by the Secretary, as 

established in the New Puerto Rico Commonwealth Wildlife 

Act, regarding the importing of wildlife specimens. 

b) If the importing is from outside of the territory of the United 

States of America, all applicable national and international laws 

shall be complied with, including the International Convention 

on Trading Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora 

(CITES). 

Section 14.- Falconry Licensing Conditions 

a) Falconry Licenses shall expire on the 30th of June that is closest 

to the date of issue of the license.   

b) The holder of a Falconry License may transfer or exchange his 

birds with another permit holder after the Department has 

notified and authorized it, and neither money nor other 

considerations are involved in the transaction, except those 

strictly related to the art of Falconry. 

c) Before June 30 of every year, the holder of a Falconry License 

shall present a report to the Department containing the 

following information: 

1.-  A list of all the birds of prey in his possession at the 

moment of writing the report, indicating the species, age, 

sex, marker number, and the date, source, and place of 

acquisition. 

2.- A list of all the birds of prey that were and are no longer 

in his possession at the moment of writing the past report, 



  

indicating the species, age, sex, marker number, date, 

source, and place of acquisition, their fate and the causes. 

d) A Falconry License is valid from the moment of its issue until 

the 30th of June of the second calendar year after its issue, 

unless otherwise specified in it and regardless of the date of 

issue. 

f)9 The holder of a Falconry License may possess feathers 

collected during the birds moulting period which may be 

preserved or exchanged among the holders of Falconry 

Licenses, solely with the purpose of using them to repair the 

birds’ damaged plumage. 

g) Holders of Falconry Licenses issued in other states of the 

United States of North America or other countries, shall obtain 

a written notice from the Department authorizing them to carry 

out activities related to their license in the territory of Puerto 

Rico. 

Section 15.- Renovations of Falconry Licenses 

a) The application for renewal of Falconry Licenses shall be 

submitted in the Department no less than thirty (30) working 

days prior to the 30th of June, closest to the date of issue of the 

license. 

b) The application shall be accompanied by the proof of 

presentation of the intermediate report and the report of the year 

that is ending. 

c) The filing fees shall be ten (10) dollars. 

                                                 
9 TRANSLATOR’S NOTE: An error in the sequence has been left the same as in the original.  Subsection 
(d) is followed by subsection (f). 



  

d) Late renewal that is done before the expiration date shall entail 

a fee of twenty dollars. 

e) Late renewal after the expiration date but no later than six (6) 

months after it, shall include the fee specified in subsection (d) 

and a letter explaining the reasons it is late.  The Secretary shall 

decide whether to authorize the extension. 

f) Late renewal more than six (6) months after the expiration date 

shall entail the cancellation of the license, seizure of the birds of 

prey in the license-holder’s power, and the filing of everything 

needed to begin the proceedings and requirements specified in 

this Act for the Apprentices. 

Section 16.- Advisory Board  

a) A Board is hereby created to advise the Secretary regarding the 

implementation of this Act, the writing, application, and 

revision of the examinations for aspirants as Falconer 

Apprentice, the training of Department personnel regarding the 

inspections and the writing of regulations. 

b) The Board shall be made up of one (1) Biologist who represent 

a birds conservation organization in Puerto Rico, two (2) 

Master Falconers, one (1) Wildlife Biologist from the Federal 

Fish and Wildlife Service, and one (1) Wildlife Biologist 

appointed by the Secretary. 

c) The Department shall approve by laws for the operation of this 

Board.   

Section 17.- Falconry Hunting Areas and Seasons 

a) All Falconry hunting activity shall take place in the seasons 

specified by the Secretary and shall be published in at least, two 



  

(2) newspapers of largest circulation in Puerto Rico, sixty (60) 

days before of the Falconry hunting season commences. 

b) The practice of falconry is hereby authorized in private areas 

upon authorization of the owner or his authorized 

representative. 

c) In the areas established by the Secretary through regulation. 

d) In Hunting Lodges duly authorized by the Secretary and under 

the conditions established by the lodge administrators. 

e) The activities of Falconry training of birds of prey may be 

carried out during any time of year. 

Section 18.- Hunting Species 

a) Hunting is allowed for the species designated for said purposes 

by the Secretary through Regulations. 

b) Hunting of certain species that are exotic or otherwise identified 

as harmful to the natural environment of Puerto Rico is allowed 

upon prior authorization by the Secretary. 

c) The use of domestic species as live game is allowed during the 

training of birds of prey provided that this phase of the training 

does not occur in an area of public concentration, nor 

constitutes a spectacle.   

Section 19.- Powers conferred 

a) The Secretary may delegate any of the powers conferred by this 

Act, except that of approving, amending, and repealing 

regulations to carry out the purposes of this Act pursuant to 

Uniform Administrative Procedures Act, better known as Act 

No. 170 of August 12, 1988, as amended, which shall have the 

force of law upon their promulgation. 



  

b) The Department may approve regulations with provisions that 

are equally or more strict than those established by the Federal 

Fish and Wildlife Service of the United States of America or by 

this Act.   

Section 20.- Effectiveness. 

This Act shall take effect immediately after its approval. 



  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 
 
 
I hereby certify to the Secretary of State that the following Act No. 137 (H.B. 3007) of 

the 7th Session of the 13th Legislature of Puerto Rico: 

 
AN ACT  to establish the “Falconry Act” with the purpose of regulating the practice of 

Falconry as a hunting art in the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, define 
faculties, powers, and duties of the Secretary of the Department of Natural and 
Environmental Resources, grant, renew, and revoke Falconry Licenses, and 
set penalties for the violation of this Act and of the regulations enacted by 
virtue thereof, 

 

has been translated from Spanish to English and that the English version is correct. 

 

In San Juan, Puerto Rico, today 9th of  December of 2003. 

 

 

      Elba Rosa Rodríguez-Fuentes 
             Director 
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