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AN ACT 
 

To amend Section 9 of Act No. 133 of July 1, 1975, as amended, known as the 

“Puerto Rico Forest Act,” in order to establish parameters and requirements 

for agricultural activities endorsed by the Department of Agriculture of 

Puerto Rico whenever their development entail cutting, trimming, stripping 

the bark of or otherwise causing damage to a tree or trees; and for other 

purposes. 

 

STATEMENT OF MOTIVES 

 The main purpose of agricultural activity is the production of food. Soil is 

agriculture’s main resource due to the fertility of its superficial layers.  Likewise, 

cultivated lands provide a lovely landscape that beautifies our rural areas. 

Everyone involved in agriculture develops a close bond with nature because the 

success of their agricultural undertaking depends on it. On the other hand, trees 

complement agricultural activities whenever they are planted in a planned manner.  

 Act No. 133 of July 1, 1975, as amended, better known as the “Puerto Rico 

Forest Act”, has occasionally been applied to agricultural activity without taking 

into account its particularities and necessities. Section 9 of said Act establishes a 

general limitation that requires our farmers to request a dispensation in those cases 

where it is necessary to cut, trim, strip the bark of, or otherwise cause damage to 

any tree or trees in order to prepare the land to be farmed. 

  



Farmers were the first environmentalists in the history of humankind due to 

their need to conserve natural resources, which were their raw materials for 

production. Puerto Rico’s industrialization during the 20
th
 century caused the 

abandonment of many agricultural lands, which became secondary forests filled 

with invasive species that are known as such due to their aggressiveness in terms 

of growth and reproduction.  Production cycles, rotation of crops, and other 

conservation farming methods have been recognized as alternatives to control the 

population of the most damaging invasive species. In ecological terms, invasive 

species alter the habitat of endemic species, and their impact on agriculture is felt 

particularly in the high economic cost of controlling these populations and the 

aggressiveness of their regrowth rate. 

The scientific community worldwide acknowledges agricultural crops as 

ecosystems that maintain a balance between natural resource usage and production, 

the latter being its priority. Conservation farming must be considered as a way to 

mitigate the impact of invasive species in our ecosystems. Therefore, in addition to 

generating economic activity, the establishment of an agricultural crop duly 

certified by an agronomist and endorsed by the Department of Agriculture of the 

Government of Puerto Rico contributes to the control of the aforementioned 

species of exotic flora.  Based on its primary nature and purpose, the establishment 

of an agricultural crop should include special provisions and considerations in 

absolute accordance with the conservation provisions of the Department of Natural 

and Environmental Resources of the Government of Puerto Rico. There is truly a 

pressing need to establish parameters that foster the development of the 

agricultural industry while guaranteeing the protection of the environment. The 

term “deforestation” is totally incompatible with the need to eliminate a tree or 

trees in order to condition land for strictly agricultural uses when such uses are 

duly authorized by the regulations of the Planning Board. Applying the provisions 



of the law would be totally disadvantageous.  When requesting a dispensation 

involving a process to assess implications that are not obvious in agricultural 

activities that are duly certified by an agronomist and endorsed by de Department 

of Agriculture.  Agriculture integrates natural resource conservation practices and 

uses them without compromising future supplies. 

 The term “deforestation,” as a means of urban development, not only implies 

the elimination of trees, but also the total alteration of the soil’s surface, its 

structure and surroundings, as well as natural drainage systems and levels.  It 

includes considerable soil extractions that are not mitigated by reforestation. 

Establishing crops and conservation practices in all areas of agriculture 

constitutes a way to restore vegetation in lands mostly filled with invasive trees.  

They also help control erosion, which is an inevitable but controllable natural 

phenomenon. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF PUERTO RICO: 

 Section 1.- Section 9 of Act No. 133 of July 1, 1975, as amended, better 

known as the “Puerto Rico Forest Act,” is hereby amended to read as follows: 

 “Section 9.- Unlawful Acts outside of Commonwealth Forests.- 

(a) … 

(b) … 

(5) those that are indispensable for any essential public utility 

purpose.  It is further provided that those companies engaged in the development 

of housing and commercial projects, or those of any other nature, shall be required 

to comply with the provisions established in the Planting, Felling, and Forestry 

Regulation for Puerto Rico adopted jointly by the Department of Natural and 

Environmental Resources and the Planning Board, and approved by the Governor 

of Puerto Rico on March 1, 1996. This Regulation shall not apply to agricultural 

activities. 



 (c) Agricultural activities, meaning those economic activities related to 

agriculture that are focused on the production of food, fiber, or fuel, among others, 

by using natural resources consistently with the environment, shall be exempted 

from the prohibition set forth in this Section and dispensation or authorization of 

the Secretary of Natural and Environmental Resources or the person he/she 

designates shall not be required. 

  1. Farmers shall be allowed to cut, trim, fell, or otherwise cause 

damage to native or endemic tree species that have eight inches or less either in 

trunk diameter at breast height, or DBH, or at four (4) feet high, provided that: 

   a. An agronomist, as defined in Act No. 20 of April 9, 

1941, as amended, certifies the agricultural practices as being part of an integral 

plan for agricultural development and resource conservation. 

   b. The agricultural activity is endorsed by the Department 

of Agriculture of Puerto Rico. 

  2. For agricultural developments in which it is necessary to cut, 

trim, strip the bark of, or cause damage to trees that have more than eight (8) 

inches either in trunk diameter at breast height, or DBH, or at four (4) feet high, the 

Department of Natural and Environmental Resources, with the collaboration of the 

Department of Agriculture, shall determine the fair parameters of evaluation to 

determine the adequate mitigation of not more than one tree for each one 

eliminated (1:1), to be adopted in regulations promulgated by the Department of 

Natural and Environmental Resources.  Such regulations shall also establish the 

administrative penalties to be imposed for violations of this Act. 

  



  3. For agricultural developments in which it is necessary to cut, 

trim, strip the bark of, or cause damage to species of trees recognized as invasive 

or as plagues, no permit shall be necessary irrespective of the trunk’s diameter at 

breast height, or DBH, at a height of four (4) feet.  Agricultural farming will be 

considered as mitigation against the invasive flora. 

  4. An exemption from the mitigation obligation shall be made 

when it is necessary to cut, trim, strip the bark of, or damage agricultural 

production trees strictly as part of farming methods.  Furthermore, mitigation shall 

be considered as carried out when trees that have been cut are substituted by 

agricultural production trees. 

  5. Endangered trees shall not be damaged unless the provisions of 

Act No. 241 of August 15, 1999, as amended, better known as the ‘New Wildlife 

Act of Puerto Rico,’ are taken into account and complied with.” 

 Section 2.- Effectiveness.- 

 This Act shall take effect ninety (90) days after its approval. 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
CERTIFICATION 

 
 
I hereby certify to the Secretary of State that the following Act No. 195-2010 (S. B. 16321) 

of the 4th Session of the 16th Legislature of Puerto Rico: 

AN ACT to amend Section 9 of Act No. 133 of July 1, 1975, as amended, known as 

the “Puerto Rico Forest Act,” in order to establish parameters and 
requirements for agricultural activities endorsed by the Department of 
Agriculture of Puerto Rico whenever their development entail cutting, 
trimming, stripping the bark of, or otherwise causing damage to a tree or 
trees; and for other purposes. 

 
has been translated from Spanish to English and that the English version is correct. 

In San Juan, Puerto Rico, on the 17th day of May, 2013. 
 
 
 
      Juan Luis Martínez Martínez 
      Acting Director 

 


